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By Silvio Mattacchione BA MA 

The first home that my wife and I purchased was the old ñHorton ñresidence on Rosebank Avenue in 

Pickering, Ontario. It was a ¾ acre site that Harold and Mary Horton had raced their pigeons from for 

probably 40 years. It was a great starter home for Yvonne and I and we loved the place. In time we built 

an addition to the home as well as a new second story loft over the garage and it was to this location that 

three of our four children were born. In fact my eldest daughter Deanna was born on the anniversary of 

the wedding of Harold and Mary Horton, that being January 27
th
 and for years Mary remembered her 

Birthday with a card. 

I do not remember precisely but sometime in 1992 or 1993 I received a visit from one Frank Muscat and a 

teenager by the name of Andy Larentzakis. The youngster, Andy, (clearly pigeon crazy) was not very 

talkative; he watched, listened and essentially enjoyed the visit. That was my first encounter with the 

person that is generally, now known across Canada and the USA as ñBig Andyò. 

Several years went by before I saw Andy again at the shipping night in Hamilton Ontario at the 

ñEnglehart Classicò which was probably the largest money race in Canada at that time. Andy, unassuming 

as always was there to ship his birds, enjoy the stories and develop contacts and friendships just like every 

other fancier that attended. But the long and the short of it is that prior to June 2009 I had only   

occasionally seen Andy, possibly less than on a four or five occasions in almost 20 years.  

Reality was that I knew almost nothing about Andy. I had never known where he lived, I had never 

visited his lofts, I knew next to nothing about his birds other than the fact that in 2004 my hen ñ004ò was 

2
nd

 overall to a pigeon bred by ñBig Andyò and raced by Glen Lyon at the ñLe Tour Des Maritimesò a 

very prestigious one loft race in the beautiful province of New Brunswick, Canada 

 



 

The ñLe Tour Raceò started and operated by former Canadian ñEducatorò Andrew Skrobot was an 

exceptional series of races that included flying over the ocean. The eight races that comprised the series 

totaled 2150 KM. It was a real test of quality and performance 

In 2009 I came to know Dave Ramcharam a 

great competitor of Trinidadian origin who flies 

in the Eastern Ontario Combine and Dave asked 

if I wanted to go on a trip with him to visit ñBig 

Andyò at his ñòSubwayò restaurant location in 

the food court at the popular ñDixie Mallò south 

of the Queen Elisabeth Way in Mississauga, 

Ontario. I thought ñsureò why not and so it was 

that we drove to the West End of Toronto had a 

lovely ñtoasted tuna salad sandwichò and 

eventually drove to see ñBig Andyôs Loftò. 

A Passion For Pigeons 

 ñBig Andyò is fascinated with racing pigeons 

ñI have been fascinated by racing pigeons 

my entire life. It is much more than a 

hobby or even a sport, it is for me a ñway 

of lifeò. I am passionate about my pigeons, 

about their breeding and their 

performances. As a breeder of racing pigeons, I enjoy the challenge of producing a bird of 

great strength and beauty, with tenacity and endurance and the wonderful ability to orient. 

Pigeons are exceptional, they are courageous, they have incredible speed, endurance and 

intelligence. Racing pigeons can be incredibly beautiful, they are tenacious, with an 

unbelievable but most important of all they are given their freedom every day and they freely 

chose to come home to us! From the deserts of the Middle East, to the plains of South Africa, 

to the industrial towns of Europe, to the ancient cities of China, and finally, to the skyscrapers 

of America, there exists a bond that goes beyond color, creed, origin, class, and politics. 

Lovers of racing pigeons are part of a worldwide fraternity. As a breeder of racing pigeons, 

there is no greater satisfaction than that of developing a breeding program and then watching 

as your efforts materialize into exceptional, fast developing youngsters that put up with 

rigorous training and then win you races. It really is quite a rush that we, as pigeon fanciers, 

enjoy every time we race our birds.ò 

 

DEVELOPED A SUPERB STUD THAT PROVIDES QUALITY  

 

Over the intervening years since I first met Andy, he had diligently focused on trying very hard 

to become the very best that he could be. It turns out that he had created for himself an 

impressive ñStudò that supplies bloodstock across North America. I would say that most fanciers 



were probably totally unaware of the depth of quality in these lofts. I live in the same general 

area as ñBig Andyò but I was surprised to discover the quality of racing pigeons that he had 

collected over the years as well as the services that he provided including import, quarantine and 

auctioneering services. ñBig Andyò provides quality ñhome Bredò  racing pigeons at competitive 

prices as well as exceedingly expensive ñperformance and breeding specimensò from the greatest 

lofts in Europe through the worldôs foremost auctioneers and suppliers of ñexceptional racing 

pigeonsò  PIPA! 

 

2010 Exclusive PIPA Representative USA and Canada 
 

It has certainly been a great deal of work but vision and patience finally paid off  for ñBig Andyò 

in 2010 when he was selected as the ñExclusive North American Agent For PIPAò .This was a 

huge compliment by the most respected  ñpigeon website and exclusive pigeon auction houseò in 

the world! With the official support of PIPA and its young founder ñNikolaasò ñBig Andyò may 

well have become the most important source in North America of the finest racing pigeons 

available in Europe today. The intelligence network that has been built up by PIPA is clearly at 

the disposal of all of its representatives worldwide and for all of us here in North America it 

means that ñBig Andyò together with PIPA and all of its formidable influence, contacts, goodwill 

and know how are available to North American fanciers through ñBig Andyò. As ñBig Andy 

ñsaid 

I have a great deal in common with the overall PIPA philosophy as both PIPA 

and I are truly passionate about exceptional racing pigeons. Over the coming 

months and years, together with and through PIPA I will be totally committed 

to providing fanciers throughout the USA and Canada the very ñbest of the 

bestò that Europe has to offer. The PIPA team and I are always at your service 

.Whatever your needs or questions please feel free to contact me directly and if I 

do not have the information you need I will quickly find what you need. We are 

here to help make your professional dealings with PIPA as smooth as possible, 

count on us we are here to help! I can assure you that I will do everything 

possible to ensure the long term success of both your breeding and racing 

programs! 

 

ñBig Andyò is working diligently to expand the PIPA footprint within Canada and the USA. 

Calls are placed to ñBig Andyò from all over the continent. During much of 2009 an enormous 

effort was extended by ñBig Andyò with participation with some of the biggest names in the 

racing pigeon world to design and print an exceedingly high quality source book entitled ñBig 

Andy Presents World Champions 2010ò.I was commissioned by ñBig Andyò to conceive the 

design and arrange the world class full color printing of this unique book in Singapore. In fact 

the book was submitted the Chicago based ñGolden Ink Awardsò which judges the winners of 

the highest quality color printed books in the world. 

 

ñBig Andyò is committed to purchasing and importing Champion pigeons for his own stud, 

breeding out of these ñChampion pigeonsò and additionally also offering import, quarantine and 

auctioneering services. Put aside preconceptions and just look at the facts and the facts speak for 

themselves. His facility now houses some incredible world class stock not readily available. 



 

 

Figure 1 Big !ƴŘȅΩǎ new book will be available for sale in September 2010! 

 

The completion of the book cover you are now viewing took place in July 2010 and it is in fact 

the culmination of ñBig Andyôsò dream to bring to the fanciers of North America, in words and 

pictures, some of the greatest ñChampionsò in the world today. Many of these fanciers have 

become personal; friends of his, fanciers whom ñBig Andyò greatly admires. A great number of 

the birds represented within the pages of his new book he has personally handled. They are 

without exception the ñbest of the bestò! Over the coming months and years their pigeons, 

available through ñBig Andyò via PIPA will no doubt help many seriously minded North 

American fanciers to continue and expand upon their success.  

 



LIMBOURG AUCTION  SALE OF THE CENTURY  
 

ñBig Andyò as the representative 

for PIPA in North America , felt 

it important for him to be 

personally present at this 

incredible 2009 Limbourg 

auction .He together with fellow 

Canadian  and Western Canadian 

Champion Mr. Bob Duhra of 

Alberta travelled to Belgium in 

December of 2009. Sales records 

were smashed that weekend as 

never before and after two days 

of the total for the 248 pigeons 

sold was an incredible 

ú1,250,000.00 Euros  

Big Andy waited patiently and successfully purchased , amongst others, the foundation cock of 

Limbourgô s ñGuidoò line  auction lot number 17 none other than BE02-4130401 Super 

Breeder ñDe Guidoò .After his purchase ñDe Guidoò spent some time breeding at the lofts of 

ñMarc De Cockò and is now being jointly bred at the lofts of ñJose Thoneò. This fact alone 

speaks volumes for the breeding value of ñDe Guidoô. The other incredible breeding cock that 

ñBig Andyò purchased at the same sale was none other than ñVale De Roeckò The hen lot # 86 

ñGoed Vaaltjeò was sold at the Erik Limbourg Auction for 30,000.00 Euros and she along with 

her two sisters are all daughters of Big Andyôs ñVal De Roeckò .Limbourgsô secret weapon was 

definetly his ñDe Rauw Sablonsò.These are nothing short of World Class Pigeons and thankfully 

their genetic heritage is now available to serious fanciers throughout North America. 

 

 
 


