Van Damme 6Dd elg®ovesoTo Chind

By Silvio Mattacchione BA MA

— Tony Robbins talks

. about constant and
neverending
improvement, and |
believe that's a very
| valid concept that has
kept certain key players
atthe very top and
. continues to do sdf
+~ . Yyou are not improving
then you are inevitably
falling behind.In fact a
great number of highly
successful super
_ fanciers in our reing
E _ pigeon sport believe
this implicitly and rarely do they allow anything to stand in the way of their contiswezkss,
especially nomoneyA Al occ o0 c &esgneapbt forynostbutdhase truly
dedicated to their improvement, those dedicated to the improvement of thei@esptonies,
their future succestegends like Limbourg or Koopmamould insistthatthere is no other way!
These professionals are as ALoccoo as a AFoxO

You see the reality is that if you are to remain at the pinnacle then it is necessary torcast you
sightsbeyond thdocal, regional or provincial levelsrou need to castantly be aware, youeed

to ferret out the very best wherever it miglet you need to recognize it immediately wibe

exceptional pigeoappears and act forcefully takepossession of ivithout hesitationSo it

was thathe weekend of May 29 80, 2010Qthe opener of the national long distance season
Belgiumand the momenhatitwas of fi ci al that #ADe UWwccoo had
unsolicitedoffersto purchase thigncredible racing machine began in earnest!

First off the mark was Erik Limbourg with a staggering offeid25,000.0@Euros Such an
offer would make lesser men quiver and become weak in the kue¥anDamme knewonly
too well what he had and what its value truly w@#fers continuegall were refusedncluding
the Koopman offer oi150,000.00Euros tendered via PIPAhe weekend of June 5/6
/2010Agents from around the world are knocking at the doors of PIPA/&muDamme has



made 1t veDeyocaw eiasr ntohtaanfymiri Wahthisedeter the offérs from
China?Somehow | do notthinksoes t hi s mean t hat féhwsing Damme |
these mega amounts e | | as the Amemiycagobésicameyf obndeoh f

ThiBeLdbccoo pi ge meanveryspsc@lededd bbdk at his age, how many

pigeonsof thiscaliber would still be racingt five yeass old? Especially since the offers to
purchase this 0As ueprkestyebrgHdowdmanyflebu sb ascaky tfiol ehsiss cour
f a n c)ifaacieswould have had theesolveto keep sucla valuablebird racingfor five year®

| assureyou, noother person on the International scene woalde evercontemplated

continuing to rae such avaluablebird to such an age

But | certainly understand Van Dammmretimedeci si
you just ne«&d otwo Wik siomjwsd Heed to know if what you think is the

very best really is in fact theery bestinthe world an Da mme IDaleonxc cdchdatwais t h
best, he felt it in every fi ptewhatshvetyskseptidalody b
world) are two very differentthing. hat IiIDeLowdyod® had t o beldraced e
because it truly was the only way to prove that he really was the verydr&simance racing
pigeonintheworldSo t he st orfyiasf mabé& bhBostory of the ma
it is about tHi®ebiLod cidbe hlygahe abditetb swidtlyworientythd i t

drive to return, the physical perfection to withstand test after test year after year but his breeder,
owner and manager conductedrdliant multiyear campaigriivan Damme got the very best out

of #ADe L o c ntiouedt@ado do fant éve fulbyea and he further demonstrated

exceptional managerial skills in knowing when to decline one offpurchase and sale after

another.

But | am not the only person that believes what | have herein exprés€ed88 AM Monday

May 31%'2010 Ireceived aemail from Belgium, from the founder of PIPA, the website that is
recognized worldwide as the authoritly racingpigeonsalesand valuationsThe site

responsible for sellinthereali J e we | s  atatedthh fellwiSgkto/nde in a private
communication.

Mon 5/31/2010 6:38 AM
Silvio, this weekend the first national Brive was won lghan van Damme, by
his Locco.

Locco is now with this performance one of the best pige ever raced in history
i

Erik Limbourg offered 125.000 euro to buy it,
The pigeon is 50 % De Rauw Sablon !'this racing phenomena.

Van Damme was right all al o mlyover thelworidlfanciecso 6 di d
are spebkekiorg odf (auly20d@sdnye in Americdave taken action to acaei
children or grandchildrenltdés onhhgrtbkeobegrah



Like Koopman and Limbourthese otheindividuals are also appreciative of great talént. 6 s

only thebeginning because gtannotbedsp ut ed t hat fALoccod i s withou
di stance pi geon madstpradablythe besthaldlegdistance pgeon of 4l

t i mimthéhands of a less courageous man, a man of less Wsismesolve, less self
assurance this bi rekenfuSheothergreat mrd, one amomgst méng bute

i n the hands whdcanipdgned hibd mrae @e cladcdcyodi became t
of t h possiblg thebestof all time?

Figureli De Loccoo head shot shortly. after his

I n my mind from here on any ti me | Brivelank of i
Galillarde,is a city with an amazing architectl, naturaland cultural heritagdts amazing to



think that he founding of this area dates back to ti€&ntury Brive is a quite industrial city
without pretensionddouses dang from the 12 Century amicthose of the 19 Century and
beyond into the Z1Century. The original city stagdto develop around a church dedicated to
SaintMartin-I'Espagnol. rring the 12th century walls webeaiilt around the city and during the
Hundred Years' Waa seond wall wasuilt however thes walls no longer exist having long
since been replacdxy boulevardsThe community wasiamed "Brive" until 1919vhen it was
renamed "Bive-la-Gaillarde".(Referencehttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brivda-Gaillarde)

Butjusthowppood was the plkodoodmaimcemotf hindDeanci ent
there were 16,813 pigeons that competed in t
iDe Loccoo arrived and was c"prcelbiedihadatiénal | | 10
race flying a distancef 682.633 KM (424.1685 Miles).Ten minutes, it may as well have been an
eternity. Youcan see fronthe map enclosed on thpsige that the birds flying frorive were

required to fly across most of France for their journey back to Belgium.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hundred_Years%27_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brive-la-Gaillarde

So who isJohan Van Damme?

Currently the name of Joh&fan Damme is little know in America, Australia and the UK but all
of that is about to change dramatlg. Johann was born iDencemonde the son of Maurice

Van Damme and Cleontine Vlassenroot on AugustiB$6.Dendermonde is aBelgiancity
andmunicipalitylocated in thd=lemishprovinceof East FlandersThe municipality comprises
the city of Dendermonde proper and the townémfels BaasrodeGrembergenMespelarg
OudegemSchoonaardeandSint-Gillis-bij-DendermondeAs its name implies, Dendermonde is
located at the mouth of the rivBender where it flows into th&cheldt (reference:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dendermonde, BelgiynToday,this 18" Century city isthe
administrative, commercial, educational, and medical centre for the surrounding region.

&

Lecation of Dendermonde in East Flanders
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Johanrstudiedtob@a fimechani co and is currently invol ve
Volvo new truck plantinspired,earlyon, by both his father and his brother Jozef who were

already involved in racing pigeons Johann started with his pigeon career in 1980 and became
quite serious about the sport in 1988.

" “_L;;‘-Jlaf‘“ﬁ

Lecation in Belgium
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From 2006 to 2009 Johafan Damme has woh04 1stprizes(no duplications).He was®1

General Champion East Flandémsmembethat Eastlanders ighe Belgian province that calls

itself home to over 11,000 active racing pigeon fanciar8p09.From 2000 to 2009 he was

awarded 46 professionainkings,additionaly he had the 7 Ace Pigeon Fond 2009, 3
Provincialwins, two National Victories plus General Provincial Champion -ddaanderenSo

it would be a |little bit of an understatement
good performanceso!

Johan Vandamme & "Locco"

Figure 2 Van Damme holds his "De Locco" shortly before his sale to China on August 2 2010

| would say that at least 50% of the Van Damme birds are from his Mentor, friend and

cl ose advisor @Fr ans TH atkerl50% abe pigeois&omfhisuw Sab
brother Jozef Van Damme (Gillis, Patrickand GuidoClaes (Vorselaar), Van Hautte

Marc (Smetlede) an@harles and om Hufkens Geel).

an vandamme & occo ,

Youll TR

Figure 3 One of "De Locco's" last flights in Belgium prior to moving to his new home in China!



1° NAT. BRIVE 10 16.813 p.

Beste duif van Belgié 2009 op 5 Nationale Fondvluchten

Brive “10 Nat. Z.B 1
Brive “10 Prov. 1
Brive “10 FCD 1
Brive‘09 Nat. Z.B 4
Brive ‘09 Nat. 138
Cahors‘09 Nat. Z.B 28
Cahors‘09 Nat. 113
Limoges‘09 Nat. Z.B 11
Limoges‘09 Nat. 41
Souillac‘09 Nat. 96
Souillac‘09 Nat. Z.B 42
Tulle‘09 Nat. Z.B 27
Tulle‘09 Nat. 179
Bourges‘08 Nat. Z.B 7
Bourges‘08 Nat. 37
Blois ‘08 1
Chateauroux ‘08 prov. oost 17
Vierzon ‘08 prov. 10
Blois‘08 prov. oost 6
Blois‘08 prov. cost 11
Blois‘06 prov. 18
Blois ‘06 prov. 21
Dourdan 4-419 4-233
6—353 6-216

14-258 18-119

Noyon 4-117 26-415

VAN DAMME JOHAN
Spoorwegstraat 161

9200 St.Gillis (Dendermonde)
Tel. 052/21 44 67

GSM 0496/80 33 03
vandamme.meuleman@telenet.be

4411
3178
826

- 4800
— 17456

2141
7347
4331

— 11869

7597
2601
1689
5676
4282

- 11875

519
1503

679
1109
454
1245
1127

5-209
11-924

“DE LOCCO”

05-4333360

12 x 1e
7e Nat. asd. KBDB fond 2009
3° Prov. asd. Oost-Vlaanderen fond 2009
3% asd. Belgische Verstandhouding 2009
1° asd. F.C.D fond 2009
Prov. asd. halve fond 2008

Vader 1° Interprov. Chateauroux‘08 4793 d.

bij De Groote — Delapierre Kluisbergen

Vader 15° prov. asd. halve fond jonge 2009

Beste duif op 5 Nat. fond vluchten 2009

_____1 ) livenfotografic

==D. Velghe +32 51 322141

Van Damme Johan

Figure4 "De Locco" sells on August 2010for the record sum 0€170,000.00 Eurogs225,000.00 USp a buyer

Johan VarDamme hador several yearb e edns tfieokingo

in China!

the | ocal

competi ti

to middle distancd.ocally he was well known but nationally few knew his ngewceptfor real
insiderg for he never sought publicitfthreeyears agoseveral of his pigeons weranked

amongst

t he

Apr ovi nciTadyearsagdJohneshifteéd hss sights and p i

geo

began competing seriously in the one day long disteagss In 2009 Johamvon the prestigious
title of "General Provincial Champion KBDB Edstl a n dlearlysh@vas number one, as the
Americans love to say! Wi t h

pigeons of all time.

i Doe whdnubtedly has one of the best middle distance



As | already mentioned o han 6 s p0Ypfdhehins @aff et he A DandRehasw Sabl
made use of inbreedintine breeding andut crossingn his breeding prograndohan

commented to me in our personal correspondence thatphe g ef ®eaRauw Sablon arethe

best when it's war mitwasictdrestiag foma tortbte thaVarmdDainmed . 0

also suppliedhe motheof BennySteveninclgreatracerii C h i; ipowaver he did note that it

originated with his brother Jozef.

BENNY STEVENINCK

- 4428040-2002
;\% "MOTHER CHIPO™
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Figure 5 Johan van Damme is indeed fortunate to have as his mentor Frans Sab
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For those Interested please see the detailed pedigree below to view the role played by the De

Rauw Sablon hens in the success of fiDe Loccoo

Johan van Damme wins 1st National Brive with super bird
Locco!

As | was completing this article the exciting news came through of the monumental victory
of i o @obham van Damme by an astounding 10 minutes ahead of th& place pigeon
at National Brive

Against16,813. Interestinglyenougla s i f t o prove my point we see that

grandmothers are descendants of the fabulous #f@ADe
Paol ado. Therefore the Mitochondri al DNA ( which

ofallofthecellsofthee nt i re body of iDe Loccood) of #ADe Loccoo

grandmother who traces b&akl boadot heuodiygi nal pabDe

more specific from a Mitochondri al point of view ba

| did some investigatingastotheher eabout s of these two grandmothers

interestingly enough they were purchased not long ago by Marc De Cock.Smart move Mark, a
very smart move!

16813 PIGEONS-DUIVEN

VIEUX-OUDE BRIVE MATION 29-05-10  LACHER : 8.10
N NOM LOCALITE DISTANC IR CONSTAT VITESS
1 VANDAMME JOHAN ST-GILLIS pB2633 a3t 1656, 88 ! .
2 DEVOS ETIENNE DEERLYK 48454 1 14,5100 1617.09  The MitochondrialDhAof "De
3 VANDENBERGH LEON LONDERZEEL 687153 1 15.1600 1613. 04 " i
4 DEBAENE HUBERT BEERNEM 679355 1 15,1300 1606. 05 i’f?.@ g;&ﬂgél%mtgﬁrrotmﬁ
5 DANHIEZ EDDY HARMIGHIES 615048 1 14,3300 1605.87 : g
6 HOUFFLYN PATR+DIMITRI WORTEGEM-PE 653300 1 14,5700 1605.13  hermatemal line/t would be
7 HEMDRICKX ALF+ZN BERLAAR 701128 1 15,2700 1604.41  interesting to futher investigate
B HENDRICKX ALF+ZN BERLAAR 2 1 1532710 1803.80  the re|a’[i0n5hipifan\,r of the two
B VANCVERBEKE-CLAUS, ESEN 002254 1 15,0300 1603, 02 i ; i
10 TRUYTS CONSTANT DELRNE 708120 1 153200  1602.10 materﬂallgdes repg?%%gedm
11 SANFRINNON ERWIN APRELTERRE 658427 1 15.0100 1602. 01 ine pedigree of "Le
12 GYSELBRECHT-MADEIRA  RUISELEDE 670649 1 15,0900 1600.59  Locco”. Though the Sire of "De
13 DEMYS MICHEL HANDZAME ARSZ46 1 15,0800 1585.15  |occo" also originates from the
14 CELIS ARMAND VORSELAAR 716099 1 15,3800 1508.44 '
15 HOUFFLYN PATR+DIMITRI WORTEGEM-PE 21 14,5900 1597.33 [bRauthagllﬁgmherE)%tlhagfn
16 VDHEEDE FREDDY+JACQUE ZINGEM 860500 1 15,0400 150565  UNSUIEas [0 whetner
17 VAMMALDEREN STAF MECHELEN 694038 1 15.2500 150545 these Materal hen lines arein
18 ANTHEUNIS-VANGOETHEM DE KLINGE 706572 1 15,3300 1594.97 fact related.
19 VANDENERANDT LEON+C  ZANDHOVEN 714381 1 15,3800 1594. 60
20 DECOMBELE ANDRE+RIK  TORHOUT 668635 1 15,1000 1591.99

The National victory this weekend is a fantastic ending to the racing career of wonder bird
Locco. This victory is again a great succes for the De Rauw Sablon birds because both
grandmothers of Locco are original De Rauw Sablon!

Figure 6 sincepreparing this chart it now seems clear that both bthe referenced grandmothers of De Locco
trace back to the famous De Rauw Sablon pair.



Van Damme Johan
Spoorwegstraat 161

9200 Dendermonde (St.G.)
052/21 44 67

05-4333360
Duiver
Locco
94-6122523 M 92-5331544 M
95-6309879 M Dan blauwe Late Jan Grondelaers
Stamvader Hufkens Karel e blauw | blauw
blauw i | [ 90-6122842 v
gr vader Te nat.asd fond Half z. v. % nat. asduif
vader v den Tom blauw
kl.zoon le nat asd.olymp.
1991 93-6344165 v 87-6276744 M
Zust.le nat.asd.91,0lymp. Vader v. le nat.asduif 91
n blauw ]
04-4375514 M || | | 88-6470646 v
Pob Moeder le nat.asd.snelhei
blauw blauw
Vader 7é nat.asd.fond 09
3e prov.asd.fond 09 01-4178941 M 98-4184704 M
3e asd.Belg.Verstandh. 09 02-4478699 v De Rauw-Sablon Broer 2e nat.asd fond 200
le asd. F.C.D. fond 09 De Rauw-Sablon blauw | blauw
Prov. asd. halve fond 08 [ [ blauw | Limoges (JL) 9e/817 | | 98-4184839 v
gr.moader Da Locoo 96a prov. 5505 d. Da Julia
Te.nat.asd fond 2009 92e nat. £.B 9119 d. blauw
3e.prov.asd.fond 2009
98-4184737 v 93-4392033 M
05-4333360 M Da Rauw-Sablon Broar 2e nat.asd. fond 20
Loceco blauw | blauw
blauw ] bourdan 7e - 226 d. 93-4392049 v
7@ nat.asd.fond 2009 Dourdan 10e - 415 d. [| pe Rauw-sablon
3e prov.asd.fond 2009 Dourdan lle - 412 d. blauw
3e asd.belg.verstandh 09
le asd.F.C.D.fond 2009 94-6122570 M 93-6344085 M
prov.asd. halve fond 2008 00-4332008 M Hufkens Karel en Tom blauw KW/8a
vader 1 interprov 4793.d Bourges WAT 47/16119 4 20 blauw il
vader 15 prov.asd.hf 2009 grv 74 nat asd B 53-6344306 v
Bourges 25e/956 d. (| zuster le nat asd 91
La Souterraine 7e/858 d. blauw
Bourges le/336 d.
04-4375970 v Hoyon 7e/1124 d. 92-6459551 v [85-2359331 M
Anna Toury lle/385 d. Van Roey Frans De Godfather
blauw Dourdan 10e/367 d. ] gxv 1e prov
Moeder 7e nat.asd.fond 09 [ | La Souterraine 5/349 d [ | dochter De Godfather B7-6101130 v
3@ prov.asd.fond 09 B grm le int prov Argenton
3e asd.Belg.Verstandh. 0%
le asd.F.C.D fond 09
prov. asd. halve fond 08 99-4393533 M 91-4261261 M
02-4478700 v Mont.nat. 2le 1873 d. Broer 2e nat.asduif fond.
["| pe Rauw-sablon blauw ] 2001.
blauw. 7| Limoges (JL) 32/424 d. 96-4391925 v
Moeder ven 26 nat 115554 Brives 206 nat.Z.B 5639 | | le asd.F.C.D.
Limoges Limoges (O) 26/561 d. blauw
van 16 nat 6016d
Limoges 98-4184754 v 97-4173619 M
Vierszon prov. 5/6237 4. De Rauw-Sablon Zoon "crack" Marcel
Grootmoeder 7e Nat Asduif | | blauw | blauw
KEDB fond 2008 Den Locco "‘| Bourges 62/3015 d. 97-4173625
Argenton57/1411 d. | cracksken Arg.1/1166
La Sout. 21/699 d. blauw

There are a number of other interesting points that Van Damme made during our email
correspondencéle advi sed that he fir stSalkhd oaame fawar e na
article that appeared in the racing piggoess locally in 1991.It wasaut 1993 before he had



theoccasion to personally meet Frans Sablaman waso impressed with his abilities that he

eventually asked Frans Sablon if he wouldeprar ed t o become his fAadvi
North Americaca | | A A Jdhamnotedrth@.Fr ans 1 s an honest man w
when vyou !fransidhisfcapacity as mentor has been giving Jauasicefor several
yearsJohanbegancrossifj hi s base stock with the ASabl ono
success with the | ines of ALiIi monge, 0dthe Drea
The formula that has worked well in breeding superior racing piged@ns i85 2%% back to the

Sabl onso

| asked some very pointed questions regarding the abflffyansSablon as breeder! told

Johann that | had heard Eric Limbourg state i
Sablon is a Master Br ee dthat ranawasla nthstakeddrdao han Van
Joharresponded as follows, Y e s | d o .advideassgriling someecouples and they

wor ked out perfect. o

Figure 7 Frans Sablon Friend and Mentor to Johan VarDamme Fransis to be encouraged to mentor as
many young fanciers as possible as the experience and abilities that were developed over a lifetime must
never be lost to our sport.

As | was writing this article ewsarrived viaemail onevening ofMonday August %2010 to

me in CabDaldca®t hat fiust been sold. An unnamed
to purchase Deocco throught he i nt er s &s ¢hie eecord suim aifilP7IOP,AO 0 0. 00
Euros($225,000.00 U¥p. All in all | would saythat,that was one incredible weekefud the

Van Damme family



Once Del.occo moves to China it will be impossible teuropeansAmericans, Bitis and

Australians to obtainrgy direct childreror for that matter anything from the liné De Locco.

Thosethat werefortunate enough to have direct children really do have some very rare and

val uabl e nJ e Gieck JohaonfVan Daramedas y&direct children of De Locco he

will remainthe originatingsource in EuropeNor have we heard the final story on Van Damme

for he is young, aggressive, ambitiosategically oriented and very close to a veritable

gol dmine of ability in the 3akoshaveencfosethd s ment
series of photos which should be of interest to our readers in gaining a sense of the line of
pigeonsdeveloped bylohan Van Damme with the guidance of his mentor Frans Sablon.

One final observation that is intended for,tag yetunnamed Chinesebuyer fi De .Locc 00
Without a doubt you have purchased an incredible racing machine that has also proven his
abilities as akey breedddnce @ADe Loccoo is put to Stud in
as to the impddhat he will have in terms of raising the quality level of the racing pigeons in
Chinafor generations to come

Photo Gallery

Figure 8 Johan Van Damme withSonJonasand daughter Sarah Van Damme. Jonas is 18 years old and
Sarah is 15 years old.



Figure 9 Johan Van Damme and Sara

L ofts

Figure 10 The Lofts of Johan Van Damne



